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~ from the .many repeated Galumnies caft upon you by a Party that fought your [

paffion, unlefs proved, as well as Compluined of

(§)

bire:

May ir,_pleafe Your Excellery s, ;) . fhe

)

AFter havifig Publifhed our own Happinefs in ‘the ‘Kender Regards their Lord- .
£\ fhips.have expreffed to both thc Houfes of Aflembly, give us leave now, g
$ir. to Congrdtulate your Excellency upon their “.ordihip'skind Declarations in your ..
own Favoif, by entirely Condemning :he =difereet and Malicious Proceedings of | d};‘
fome of the Romam Catholicks againlt you, during your Adminiftration here s which [. Vli

cannot but give your Excellency a peculiar Satisfaction, as it Juftifies your Condi -~

Ruin. ! ot A
We hope now that their Lordfhips havebeen tndeceived, asto the true Motives °
and Inducements of many o{ our late Proceedings, and that the Cryes of Perfecution,
Perfecution, will never more Engagey nor fo much as Move their Lordhip’s Com-

N . E,_,.,.,.

We readily acquiefce with your Exccliency in afirming, that we khow of no
Perfon Perfecuted meerly upon Account of his Religion 5 but if Laws for the Pre-
fervation of the Peace and Tranqguillity of this Province, without Infringing the
Rights or Priviledges of any Particular Perfon, be accounted Perfecution; then we
muft confe(s our felves aPerfecuting Adminiftrations but that the Confequence of
fiuch notion muft needsbe, that all wholefome Laws made for the Prefervation of
Lif: or Property, would, for the fame Reafon, be Deemed a Perfecwtion of Felons
and Mpurderersy a Principle fo  Horrid and Savag. ia it felf, that every Community
of Reafonable Creatures will Explade it, as D=ftruftive of all Givil Society.

As to the Proceedings againft a particular Perfon mentioned in the AZ for the
better Supporting of Magifirates, &vc. “We are inclined to believe, that no othex
Circumftance, than that of Condemaiig s Perfon unheard, would have prevailed
to the Repeal of that Aét; which-their Loid®ips, in a Juft Regard of the Rights
and Liberties of an Englifh Subjeck, ccula not, in Prudence, Juftify 5 after foms
eminent pratitioners in the Law had given their Opinions, that it was Arbitrary
and Illegal, altho’ we have but juft Rcafon to {ufpet, that the party therein
Charged, having a juft apprehenfion of his own Demerits, forbore making any
application in our Houfe, left, it he 1ad been Condemned here, his proje€t had
been defeated, in defigning to Clamour in England againft the luftice of the At
Which difign manifeftly appears by his artful management, in deferiag his Peti-
tion to the Lower Houle, uatil after the Bili Lad been Engrofsed there (which if
we are not mif‘informed) was the anfwer of that Houfe to him, and the Foun-
dation of his Complaint in Ergland, that he we: Condemned unbeard.

The Propagation of Learning, and with it the Principles of Chriftianity in this
Remote part of the World, is a Subje®t wortby the Confiderat:s:: o1 all Good
and Pious Chriffians. But foralmuch a3 all our Funds, now fettled, .aus Short of |
the end defigned, We are by fuch Incapacity made fo much che more Senfible of
our Misfortune,” that the Revenue atifing from the Duiy of One pemny per Pound |
on Tobacco Exported qut of this Province, is wwholly applyed to the maintenance
and fupport of a Colledge “of Learning, i Virginia, which the Youth of this Pro- §
vince Reaps no manner of Benefit by, altho’ we are much worfe provided writh |
Private Schools, than that Colony. ‘Wherefore we cannot, upon this cccafion, help §
Exprefling our defires, that fome Proper and Dutiful Application were made to ¢
His Sacred ;Jajelty, whofe Gracious and Beuntiful Liberality hath diffufed it felf
into all, even the Remoteft parts of His Majeftie'’s Dominions, that His Majefty |
would be pleafed to appropriate fo much of the {aid One penny per pound as arifts §
on Tobacco Exported out of this Provings, to the Uleand Benefit of the Frcc-S;hocéIs

already §
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